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Dear Mr. Tarr: 


We beseech you to work to prevent the proposed Atlantic Coast Pipeline. We choose to share the words 
of Jennifer Copeland, PhD, Executive Director of North Carolina Council of Churches, with her permission. 
Her words are prophetic. 

Here is part of speech she delivered at a press conference last year opposing the pipeline: 


As people of faith and in my case, the Christian faith, we have a God-given responsibility to care for creation. It is the 
single greatest gift of the creator to the creatures. Without it, we don't exist. Without respecting and maintaining the 
precarious and tender balance that allows life on this planet, we won't survive. Make no mistake, the creation would be 
far better off without humans running other creatures into extinction well before their time and devouring plant life at a 
record pace. Studies have shown the environment will do just fine without us. 

So, my appeal for us today is selfish in some ways. I want humans to survive, which means we've got to take care of 
the gift of creation we've been given. If we don't, God and the creation will go on without us. This is a fact, my friends, 
and we need to start telling people this truth. 

Tm a firm believer in the truth. But if I don't know the truth, then Tm not really choosing between right and wrong, good 
and bad; Tm just doing what I do without knowing the moral implications of my actions. In blissful ignorance, I continue 
supporting the disastrous use of fossil fuels by my habits, my investments, and my commitments. But when people 
know the truth, really know it, then they have to make a choice. When I know that methane — the element that leaks 
from natural gas pipelines — is 84 times more detrimental to the atmosphere than carbon dioxide, I must make a 
choice. When I know that fracking — the method used to obtain the natural gas that will flow through this pipeline — 
causes irreparable damage to drinking water and creates seismic instability, I must make a choice. When I know that 
pipelines cut through pristine landscapes and across tribal lands, I must make a choice. I can keep doing what Tm 
doing, for sure, but now I know that what I am doing is an affront to creation, a violation of the gift of creation. Now I 
know that what Tm doing is a sin. 

We need to tell people this truth. We need to know the truth about the choices we make. May God empower us all to 
choose life, now and forever more. Thank you. 

We hope you will continue to work diligently to protect the people of North Carolina by protecting the environment they 
call home. 


Thank you. 

George Troxler, PhD 
Carole Troxler, PhD 


2748 Amick Rd, Elon, N.C. 27244 
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